Judge Bascom W. Bentley III
March 27, 1951 - December 11, 2017

Judge Bascom William Bentley, III passed away on Monday, December 11, 2017 at
Christus Mother Frances Hospital in Tyler, Texas with his family beside him. Judge Bentley
was born on March 27, 1951 to Kelly and Dr. Bascom Bentley, Jr. He is preceded in death
by his father, Dr. Bascom Bentley, Jr. He is survived by his wife, Carol Swift Bentley; his
children and their spouses: Bonnie Bentley and her husband, Matthew Frederick; Bascom
W. Bentley IV; Hunter Bentley and his wife, Meghan; Matthew Bentley and his fiancé Sallie
Armstrong; a granddaughter Scarlett Bentley; his mother, Kelly Bentley; his sister, Belle
Todd and her husband, Jim; his brother, Newell Bentley and wife Mary Ann; along with
many beloved extended family members.
Judge Bentley recently retired as the Texas 369th District Judge where he presided since
1989. He was grateful for his time on the bench and for all the people he worked with in
Anderson, Cherokee and Leon counties. Prior to that he served as County Court at Law
Judge and County Attorney for Anderson County, as well as City Attorney for Palestine.
He was also a professor at Trinity Valley Community College for 37 years.
Judge Bentley graduated from Palestine High School in 1969, where his father and
grandfather also graduated. He received his BBA degree from The University of Texas at
Austin and his JD from the University of Houston School of Law.
Judge Bentley was a lifelong member, teacher of the Judge EV Swift Men’s Bible Study,
and Chairman of the Board of the First Christian Church of Palestine. He helped manage
numerous local charities and was always an advocate for the people of his district,
especially the less fortunate.
Throughout his life, Judge Bentley received numerous honors and awards, including the
Palestine Lifetime Builder Award, the Distinguished Alumni Award from Palestine High
School, the Palestine Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year Award and Lifetime
Achievement Award, the Distinguished Alumni Award from Trinity Valley Community
College, the Outstanding Local Leader Award from the John Shepperd Public Leadership
Institute and the University of Texas, the “Damn Good Judge” award from the Texas Gang
Investigators Association, and Citizen of the Year by the Disabled American Veterans
(District 3) for outstanding support of veterans. He served on the faculty of the Texas
Center for the Judiciary and the Texas College for new judges. He was the former

president of the Anderson County United Way, the Anderson County Salvation Army and
the Anderson County Red Cross.
The pallbearers will be Glen Ashworth, Shelby Bentley, Elton Bomer, Jack Brittingham,
Barrett Broyles, Chris Davis, Tucker Farris, Curtis Fitzgerald, George Fore, Jimmy Frye,
Johnny Gurganus, Jay Herrington, Cliff Johnson, Hunt Kay, Harris Lohmeyer, Larry Martin,
Larry Mayo, Robert McFarlane, Jerry Nowlin, Rick Perry, David Purcell, Tucker Royall,
Billie Schick, Todd Staples, Matt Swift, Dick Swift, Jim Todd, and Paul Woodard.
Memorial services will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, December 16 at First Christian
Church of Palestine, Texas with a reception to immediately follow at The Museum for East
Texas Culture. Services are under the direction of Herrington / Land of Memory Funeral
Home. In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations to the Salvation Army of
Palestine, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, or the charity of your choosing.

Events
DEC
16

Memorial Service

11:00AM

First Christian Church
113 East Crawford Street, Palestine, TX, US, 75801

DEC
16

Reception

01:00PM

Museum for East Texas Culture
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Comments

“

Bascom, you were such a true friend to my husband and I. Thank you for always
caring about my comfort and well-being during jury duty. And always knowing us
when we meet. So my dear Sir, until we meet again, know that we love you !

Joe and Toni Taylor - December 27, 2017 at 10:03 PM

“

Bascom has a special place in out hearts as a special friend and a great member of
the Palestine community.
He touched our lives and many others with his contribution to education, law, and
many other civic activities.
Vernon remembers Bascom as a young college student as a co-worker at Vernon
Calhoun Packing and watched him as he matured with his family and professional
life.
Kathy remembers Bascom as the father of Hunter when he was in the first grade and
how he was so gracious to talk to her students at the court house. Bascom and Carol
were such wonderful parents as they were always involved in the activities of their
children.
We remember Bascom being on hand to support Carol's recitals and other
performances of her Academy of Dance events.
We were so delighted to spend several hours visiting with Bascom and Carol at
Jackie Gragg's dinner party at the same table and reflecting about our memories of
our wonderful Palestine and our connections with Bascom and Carol.
Bascom will be missed by his family as the family leader and the city of Palestine will
truly remember all the efforts as a community leader he did for the good for
Palestine..
Our condolences to Carol and all of Bascom's family,
Kathy and Vernon Fritze

Vernon and Kathy Fritze - December 19, 2017 at 11:46 AM

“

Daniel Sa lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Daniel Sa - December 18, 2017 at 12:37 PM

“

Robin Franks lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Robin Franks - December 16, 2017 at 09:10 PM

“

Our deepest condolences and prayers are being sent to the family of Judge Bentley.
We have known Judge Bentley from the day he took office in Cherokee County, I, as
the Court Reporter for the 2nd Judicial District Court, and my husband as a deputy,
then as Sheriff of Cherokee County, and now as Special Ranger with the Texas and
Southwest Cattle Raisers. He was a great friend, always there when we needed
guidance or just a friendly smile or story. He has guided our son, Brent, as a deputy
and detective for Cherokee County in the last few years not only as a Judge but as a
friend. We will miss him immensely in Cherokee County. There will never be another
Bascom W. Bentley, III.
Jimmy and Cathe Dickson
Brent Dickson

Cathe Dickson - December 16, 2017 at 09:01 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Bascom's dad and my dad (Jack Shaver) were very good
friends for many years. Bascom also helped me when I needed it. I know all of you
will miss him but he leaves behind a great legacy.
Love,
Donald and Pat Shaver

D. Shaver - December 16, 2017 at 02:58 PM

“

Scott & Paula Thompson lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Scott & Paula Thompson - December 16, 2017 at 10:51 AM

“

Bascom, and the entire Bentley family, created wonderful memories during my days
growing up in Palestine.
My condolences to the family.

Luther Lewis - December 15, 2017 at 08:51 PM

“

Breezy & David Wolfe lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Breezy & David Wolfe - December 15, 2017 at 08:09 PM

“

My deepest condolences and prayers for the Bentley family. Judge Bentley always
had a smile, kindness and way about him that made everyone who knew him smile
and laugh. He was strict and fair in all aspects of life, whether it was in his courtroom,
classroom or just in general conversation. Peace be with him and his family.
Farewell, old friend. You will be missed.

Tracy Galbreath- Young - December 15, 2017 at 04:07 PM

“

It was continually a uplifting experience to sit in Judge Bentleys court as I had the
pleasure of doing many times. I will never forget those times. Judge Bentley had
respect for others, the Law, His family, and His God. RIP Sir.

Ken Buckhanan - December 15, 2017 at 03:15 PM

“

So sorry I’m out of town and won’t be able to share Bascoms memories with friends
and family; but t know they will live on! My sincerest sympathies to the Bentley family
and may God comfort you in this time of sorrow.

Bob Kenderdine - December 15, 2017 at 02:34 PM

“

Bill House lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Bill House - December 15, 2017 at 12:09 PM

“

Karon Bean lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Karon Bean - December 15, 2017 at 10:02 AM

“

Rest In Peace dear friend. You excelled at everything you did in life and Palestine,
and Texas, will miss you. You were a good buddy to all your friends and you were
cherished by all. David Holmes

David Holmes - December 14, 2017 at 08:30 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Bascom's passing. Although his class was one of the most
difficult in college, he was my favorite college teacher. He had a way of teaching that
made a person enjoy learning. I still remember our first day in class when he told us
that we would not need a book in his class, but we would be responsible for knowing
anything that came from "these golden lips". haha In order to help us learn, he would
tell stories of "B.W. and Cliff" so we could better remember important things. He was
one of the funniest people that I have ever known, and he made a difference in the
lives of countless people. I am better from having known him. The family is in my
prayers.

Dwight Franklin - December 14, 2017 at 04:25 PM

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Judge Bascom W.
Bentley III.

December 14, 2017 at 12:11 PM

“

Angie Porter LaFitte lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Angie Porter LaFitte - December 14, 2017 at 11:38 AM

“

Holli Gragg lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Holli Gragg - December 14, 2017 at 10:54 AM

“

Bascom was a very kind man and he will be in my heart. My sympathy goes out to
the Bently family.

Holli Gragg - December 14, 2017 at 10:51 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers are with each of you during this sad time. May God give you
comfort. Your memories will be so special to you.
Lela Kirkwood Calloway

Lela Kirkwood Calloway - December 14, 2017 at 10:51 AM

“

Bascom was a very kind man and I will always remember him. He wil

Holli Gragg - December 14, 2017 at 10:45 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies to the Bentley Family, may God hold you through this. It
was our pleasure to have known Judge Bentley for many years. Anderson County
has truly lost a wonderful man, but his spirit for doing good for others will remain. We
appreciate all he did for our County and the fair and honest man that was.
-Joel & Kathy Johnson

Joel & Kathy Johnson - December 14, 2017 at 10:06 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III.

December 14, 2017 at 09:49 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Judge Bascom W. Bentley
III.

December 14, 2017 at 09:46 AM

“

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the family of Judge Bascom W. Bentley
III.

December 13, 2017 at 08:51 PM

“

JENNIFER STARR (JADYN) lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

JENNIFER STARR (JADYN) - December 13, 2017 at 04:18 PM

“

I have a lot of respect for Judge Bentley. His love of history endeared him to many
and his pursuit of justice was unfailing. Rest easy, friend. You will be missed.

Karla Lang - December 13, 2017 at 01:54 PM

“

In high school, Bascom was always full of fun, and that good humor was the hallmark
of his professional life. That he never missed the opportunity to be kind will be the
remembrance of his many students, associates, and friends.
Our family's sympathies go out to each member of Bascom's family.

Cathy Nichols Summers
Cathy Nichols Summers - December 13, 2017 at 01:40 PM

“

To the Family of Judge Bascom Bentley (Cuz),
Aside from being a great person,family man,Judge, teacher and collector of different
directions of memorabilia ....I will remember his work and concern for our
environment. This is a legacy that I hope will continue ....
He left many memories to cherish.
Prayers for the whole family,
Larry and Carla (McCall) Le Gard

Carla Le Gard - December 13, 2017 at 12:31 PM

“

Garden Cross was purchased for the family of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III.

December 13, 2017 at 12:07 PM

“

Debbie & Tommy Stewart lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Debbie & Tommy Stewart - December 13, 2017 at 11:23 AM

“

Emmie Schwab lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Emmie Schwab - December 13, 2017 at 11:01 AM

“

Judy Lee Collins lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Judy Lee Collins - December 13, 2017 at 10:37 AM

“

Bascom and I go way back in years and he was always a good friend. I remember
him playing little league baseball with my younger brother how he was always in to
some kind of mischief or joke. He brought light to the whole world and he will be
sorely missed. Rest in peace my friend, Heaven will be much more fun you in the
crowd! Prayers to the family and God Bless us all. Dennis Ward

Dennis Ward - December 13, 2017 at 09:24 AM

“

Bascom Bentley, was a wonderful person. I got to know him a lots better working with
the Gragg's thru the years. Robert Ray Tubbs always was joking with him since he
could watch from his office when he would come by down the stairs at the Court
house. He will be greatly missed by the community for all the things he did. I pray
that God wraps His arms around the family and helps them thru this tribulation.
Joyce Tubbs

Joyce Tubbs - December 13, 2017 at 07:41 AM

“

The Bentley and Carroll families share a long and enduring friendship. We love you
and cherish our times together . God bless you Carol and family. Kent and Maurine
DeShazo

Maurine DeShazo - December 12, 2017 at 11:32 PM

“

Bascom and I go way back to the timebhe was City Judge and I wad Palestine Police
Officer. I loved his honesty swift justice which carried through his entire career.
Later in life I had the privilege of being a student in his class, US Constitution at
Trinity Valley Community College. I took notes for him.
I Have Always Considered Him To Be My Friend And Will Miss Him!
David A Braun

David A Braun - December 12, 2017 at 11:28 PM

“

Sally Abbott lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

sally abbott - December 12, 2017 at 09:34 PM

“

Bascom Bentley was a smart, funny man with tons of friends. He was a great judge
treating everyone fairly in his courtroom. He was a gentleman and loved his family.
He came from a great family and carried on their tradition. Our condolences go to his
family, his wife Carol and his children. I am proud to say I knew him as a HS friend as
well as a judge. He was one of a kind.
Carolyn Matthews Johnson

Carolyn Johnson - December 12, 2017 at 08:28 PM

“

Praying for the Family...Rest Easy Judge

Carnett Deckard-McMorris - December 12, 2017 at 08:20 PM

“

Carnett Deckard-McMorris lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Carnett Deckard-McMorris - December 12, 2017 at 08:19 PM

“

From the day your Dad [my Doctor] handed me a cigar and told me he had a son, I
have kept up with you as you grew from a baby to a DEDICATED MAN improving
your life along the way and proudly becoming a MAN FOR GOD, COUNTRY and
LAW dedicating your life to serving the Public, your City, State and Country Proudly
becoming respected in all walks of life and now that you have gone to your
ETERNAL HOME, I PRAY TO GOD FOR YOU TO HAVE ETERNAL REST AND
PEACE, FOR YOUR WORK ON EARTH HAS BEEN SERVED. It was a pleasure to
later on in life work with you. My prayers to GOD to give your family comfort and the
path to acceptance at this time of their loss and MAY YOU REST IN PEACE-GOD
BLESS.

John Eady - December 12, 2017 at 08:11 PM

“

Tabetha Riddlesperger lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Tabetha riddlesperger - December 12, 2017 at 08:05 PM

“

Lana Rister lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Lana Rister - December 12, 2017 at 07:22 PM

“

I am so honored to call such a fine man, my friend.
Bascom was such a blessing to all who knew him.
Lana Rister - December 12, 2017 at 07:25 PM

“

Jennifer Wilcox lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Jennifer Wilcox - December 12, 2017 at 06:58 PM

“

I will never forget Bascom driving us to dance camp and quizzing his kids about the
Presidents all the way to Dallas! I have shared this memory with my children often
when they think my academic standards are too high. I later had the privilege of
being his student and then in law school, I thought that some of my professors could
have learned something from him! To the entire Bentley family I extend my
condolences. To Carol and Bonnie especially, I send hugs and prayers from an old
student and friend.
Eternal rest grant him, O Lord.
Michelle Coleman Johnson

Michelle Coleman-Johnson - December 12, 2017 at 05:46 PM

“

To the Bentley family, I am so sorry for your loss. Bascom’s understanding of people
and his quick wit will always be remembered. May God be with each of you during
this time.

Brenda Wilbanks Seward - December 12, 2017 at 05:17 PM

“

Fran Dickens lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Fran Dickens - December 12, 2017 at 04:30 PM

“

I was privileged to have been a student of Judge Bentley's in my youth and blessed
to have been one of his employees as an adult. He was a loving, caring man and
one of my favorite people. He always cared for those who worked for him/around him
and wasn't afraid to say so. He also made sure to tell you never to let yourself be
mistreated - by anyone or they would answer to him. I always felt supported by the
Judge. Our loss is heaven's gain - I will miss him.

Cindy Singletary - December 12, 2017 at 03:40 PM

“

Peggy Cornelius lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Peggy Cornelius - December 12, 2017 at 03:14 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers for the family. I've had the prevelige of working with him 24
years in Cherokee County. Bascom will truly be missed. Cornelius Family in Rusk,
Texas.

Peggy Cornelius - December 12, 2017 at 03:14 PM

“

I will always remember the sweet service he did for Terry and I when we got married.
He was a great friend and I will miss him. Such a good man.

Pat Camp - December 12, 2017 at 01:28 PM

“

Tasha (Thomas) Pace lit a candle in memory of Judge Bascom W. Bentley III

Tasha (Thomas) Pace - December 12, 2017 at 11:25 AM

“

I was very fortunate to work for Judge Bentley during my time with Anderson County,
in addition to having him as an instructor at TVCC. The knowledge he had was
amazing, no matter if it was a History class or law, having a conversation with him,
you left learning something. My prayers to Carol and the family.

Debbie Noonan - December 12, 2017 at 12:40 AM

“

The community members of Lake Mary Association send their heartfelt condolences
to the family of Judge Bascom Bentley. May each of you be comforted in the days
that follow.
Frank Ratliff~ LMA President

Frank Ratliff - December 12, 2017 at 12:23 AM

“

I was privileged to clerk for him on several occasions. His humor on the bench and
his unwavering dedication to the law was wonderful. He will be greatly missed. He
was truly one of a kind. God bless y'all.

Rachel Allen former asst. Clerk - December 11, 2017 at 09:37 PM

