Katharine Blount "Kay" Stepp
August 2, 1952 - January 19, 2014

KATHARINE BLOUNT STEPP (Kay) lost her long battle with Inflammatory Breast Cancer
on January 19, 2014 in Palestine, Texas. She is now resting in peace where there is no
more pain and suffering.
Kay was a life long supporter of our armed forces, especially her “Navy.” She was born
into a military family in Corpus Christi, Texas, where her parents, LCDR Robert P. Blount,
USN Retired (Bob)) and Mrs. Bobby Ann Blount, were serving on active duty with the U.S.
Navy. Growing up in this Navy family, her early years were spent in numerous different
locations on the U.S. West Coast, Hawaii, and Japan, finally setting in Alamogordo, New
Mexico where she graduated from High School.
Following a short period at New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, New Mexico, Kay
continued the family Navy tradition and enlisted herself. She spent six years on active duty
as a Navy Yeoman, working in the Administrative offices of a fighter squadron at the Navy
Air Station, Miramar, San Diego, California, and on the staff of the Commander, Third
Fleet at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Following her active duty service, she spent an
additional two years in the Naval Reserve while working as an Administrative Clerk in the
Naval Sea Systems Command office in San Diego.
During her tour of duty in Hawaii, Kay met her husband of thirty-four years, CDR. William
E. Stepp, USN Retired (Bill). They were married on New Year’s Eve in 1979. They spent
their final years of his active Naval service in Yokosuka, Japan and the Territory of Guam.
Bill retired on Guam from the Navy the same month that their oldest daughter, Keila
Rebecca, was born. Following military service, they lived and worked on Guam; in Marion,
North Carolina; Woodbridge, Virginia; and, Las Cruces, New Mexico. Their youngest
daughter, Kristen Ann, was born while they were living in North Carolina.
While living in Las Cruces, Bill was employed as a Project Manager by the Physical
Science Laboratory of New Mexico State University. He spent the following twenty-one
years in various management positions with the Laboratory, retiring from the University on

July 1, 2013. One of the government contracts managed by the Laboratory was for the
operation and maintenance of the NASA high altitude scientific research balloon facility
here in Palestine, the Columbia Scientific Balloon Facility (CSBF). In 1999, they were
transferred from the main Laboratory in New Mexico to CSBF. Kay and he moved to
Palestine in July 1999.
Kay was no stranger to East Texas. Her parents had deep roots in the area, principally
with ties to Nacogdoches. She was extremely proud of being able to trace her ancestors
back to Steven W. Blount, Sr., a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence.
Kay was an avid bowler, bridge player, and enjoyed golf. In Las Cruces, she bowled on
several leagues, and won the Las Cruces Women’s Bowling League Queens Tournament
in 1996. She and other ladies from Las Cruces competed in numerous State tournaments,
and in two National Ladies Tournaments. In Palestine, Kay was also a regular player in
several bridge groups, playing regularly with the group playing at the Church of Christ on
Thursdays.
In other activities, Kay was active in the Palestine Newcomers Club, the Dogwood Garden
Club, and the Museum for East Texas Culture. She held various offices in all of these
organizations.
Kay was predeceased by her mother, Bobby Ann Blount. She is survived by her father,
Bob Blount of Alamogordo, New Mexico; her husband, Bill Stepp of Palestine, Texas;
daughter Keila and husband Josh Keith, of Tyler, Texas; daughter Kristen and husband
Staff Sergeant Shane de la Torre, currently stationed with the U.S. Air Force on Kadena
Air Force Base, Okinawa, Japan, with grandson Damacio Lucas de la Torre. She is also
survived by brother and sister-in-law Curt and Kaudia Blount of Hot Springs, Arkansas;
and, sister and brother-in-law Carol and Wayne Haddock of Alamogordo, New Mexico.
She is predeceased and survived by many deep and caring friendships from Palestine,
Las Cruces, and Alamogordo. She loved you all.
Kay was initially diagnosed with cancer in 2004, and was treated for the disease by M. D.
Anderson Cancer Center and Texas Oncology Palestine throughout its course.
Consequently, it is requested that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to The University
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Development Office. PO Box 4464, Houston,
Texas 77210-4464; or, to a local “cure for cancer” charity of the donor’s choice.
Memorial services will be held at 2 pm on Friday, January 24, 2014, at Crockett Road

Church of Christ with Dan Manuel officiating. Arrangements are under the direction of
Herrington / Land of Memory Funeral Home.
A visitation will be held one hour prior to the memorial service at the church.
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Crockett Road Church of Christ
1717 Crockett Road, Palestine, TX, US

Comments

“

To Bill, Keila and Kristen... I was very sorry to hear the news of Kay leaving us... I just
heard of her passing only yesterday... 4/2/14.. I will remember her as a very caring
and giving woman.. Always there for her family and friends... Whether it was
listening, helping out or having fun with us.. She will be in my thoughts.. I will be
thinking of you all.. Take care of yourselves.. Sue Packard from Las Cruces..

sue packard - April 03, 2014 at 10:02 PM

“

Kay was so much fun to be around. She fought a hard battle and will be missed by
everyone.

Pat Camp - January 23, 2014 at 11:25 AM

“

My sincere condolences to all who knew Kay. I understand how it feels to lose
someone to this disease because I have lost dear friends and have dear friends that
are still battling cancer. But what helps me to endure is this wonderful future: " And I
have hope toward God, which hope these men also look forward to, that there is
going to be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous. " Acts 24:15.
The resurrections that Jesus performed when on earth were a glimpse of what he will
do in the future as King of God's Kingdom. And during his rule over the earth, the
heavenly Jesus will bring back to life those who are asleep in the grave. But for those
who are battling cancer, this joyous future awaits: Isaiah 33:24 is so encouraging as
it says: " And no resident will say: " I am sick. " When you think of Kay, think of the
happiness you will feel when you see your loved one again, Luke 8:49-56, and the
joy that she will experience because Jesus's Father Jehovah God longs to bring
back, Job 14:14-15, those who are in his memory and to see them live on earth
again. Isaiah 65:21,22; John 17:1-8

Michelle E. - January 23, 2014 at 09:06 AM

“

Kay was always a bright spot each time I saw her. She was always so positive and
sweet. I never heard her complain or bemoan her illness. I hope she is enjoying her
well deserved rest and the absence of the pain I know she went through for so long. I
will miss you sweet lady.

Ann Watson - January 23, 2014 at 08:56 AM

“

We'll miss you sweetie and as always...thank you so much for your warm friendship
and that crazy night at Fatfingers in San Diego when you introduced me to Jean.
Love you and Mr. Bill...phil & jean

phil schwab - January 22, 2014 at 06:25 PM

“

Tell Bob we are glad we were able to share time with him, and we are remembering
him and his family at this time. May the Lord be with you all. Tom and Ann Lynn
Bailey

tommie bailey - January 22, 2014 at 02:10 PM

“

Kay was a member of our Seniors Exercise and Water Aerobics classes when she
was diagnosed. Never have I witnessed anyone fight their battle with more grace
than Kay. I was always in awe of her spirit and determination. Dispite all, she
remained positive and always put a smile on her face.
Please accept my sympathy and heartfelt wishes that you are able to find comfort
and peace in each other and in the wonderful memories of happier times with her
that you share.
Stephanie Sullivan

Stephanie Sullivan - January 21, 2014 at 09:35 PM

