Leland A. Reinhard
August 10, 1924 - June 22, 2013

Leland A. Reinhard, longtime resident of Palestine, passed away on June 22, 2013, at the
age of 88 in Plano, Texas, following a brief illness. Born on August 10, 1924, in San
Antonio, Texas, he was the son of John Phillip and Ruth Edwards Reinhard, who
preceded him in death, as did his sister Florrie Barrow and his brother Phillip Reinhard.
He is survived by his beloved wife of 69 years, the former Violet Marie Culp. The two met
as school children in Somerset, Texas, and he frequently stated she stole his heart when
he was eight years old. On March 10, 1044, they were married in Somerset, Texas, while
he was on a three-day pass from service in the United States Army before being shipped
overseas during World War II.
Other survivors include a daughter, Peggy Marlowe (and husband John) of Richardson,
Texas, and Leland Reinhard (and wife Laurette) of Cleburne, Texas. Mr. Reinhard was
preceded in death by a daughter, Kathleen Sharpe, wife of David Sharpe of Flint, Texas.
He has numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren, as well as a host of friends and
former coworkers he considered part of his family.
Upon hearing of the attack on Pearl Harbor, he immediately volunteered for service in The
United States Army. He served in France, Germany, and Austria with the 13th Armored
Division as a mortar gunner. His company received a unit citation bronze star for leading
the assault which captured Hitler’s birthplace. He related that later, “I enjoyed a sandwich
on the steps of “The Wolf’s Lair,” Hitler’s opulent hideout located in the Alps. The
surrender of Germany having been secured, he was in transit to Japan to join that theater
of the war when the Japanese surrendered.
After his release from military service, he returned to San Antonio and began what was to
be a 42-year career with the Union Pacific Railroad where he was a car shop foreman and
was known as “Lee.” During his career he was sent to Mexico at times to inspect cars
being built there for the Missouri Pacific. He spoke Spanish fluently and was happy to
have an opportunity to use it in his work. For all of his life he talked about and treasured

the relationships he had with his coworkers.
After retiring from the railroad, he began working at Herrington/Land of Memory Funeral
Home, where he continued to be employed for 19 years. There he developed a very
special relationship with Paul Herrington and his sons that continued throughout his life.
Also following retirement, he made numerous mission trips to Mexico and Honduras
where he was able to use the Spanish he learned as a young person to interpret. He
treasured his time on these mission trips where he could use his Spanish to help and
witness to others. Throughout his lifetime he was involved in various charitable endeavors.
He was also a deacon in the First Baptist Church where he enjoyed donating countless
hours in construction and remodeling projects. Leland served as Master of Palestine
Masonic Lodge #31 A.F.A.M. and presided as a District Deputy Master.
After living in Palestine for more than 55 years, Leland and Violet moved to Dallas in 2011
to be nearer to their children. Although they missed their many friends in East Texas, they
quickly made new friends and settled into life in a retirement community where Leland
served on the Community Council and was assigned the task of reporting maintenance
issues to management for their attention.
The family will receive visitors from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 25, at
Herrington/Land of Memory Funeral Home. Services will be held on Wednesday, June 26,
at 10 a.m. in the Herrington / Land of Memory Chapel, with military burial to follow in Land
of Memory Cemetery. Serving as pallbearers will be: Paul Herrington, C.X. Rodriquez,
Dickey Douglas, Fred Fulton, and two grandsons: Darrel Amen and Paulius Packevicius.
The family requests memorials be made to Honor Flight DFW (www.honorflightdfw.org) or
Scottish Rite Hospital.
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Comments

“

I just saw this tribute to Mr. Reinhard while doing some research. I only met him
once, but he and Mrs. Reinhard made a lasting impression on me. He was so kind,
and seeing the love they shared for one another was a gift to me. I said a prayer for
you, Leland, and hope it helps to know your father through you touched my life. God
bless you and your family.
~ Sydney (Henry) Easley
Waco, Texas

Sydney Easley - August 13, 2013 at 08:23 AM

“

I meet Mr Reinhard many years ago. A coworker lived across the street from him &
your mother. He shared his recipes with us & his knowledge of the world. Later we
served on a grand jury together. It was a very tough three months. He was so kind
hearted and a loving soul and the cases presented to us were very hard on him and
the rest of the jurories. Later I would see him at the funeral home when he worked at
Herringtons as I worked in a flower shop. Mr Reinhard was a very unique man, loving
soul and christian. May he rest in peace. Debra McKinney

Debra McKinney - June 27, 2013 at 09:36 PM

“

Teleflora's Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Leland A.
Reinhard.

June 25, 2013 at 01:39 PM

“

Truly Beloved Bouquet was purchased for the family of Leland A. Reinhard.

June 25, 2013 at 10:37 AM

“

Secret Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Leland A. Reinhard.

June 25, 2013 at 06:41 AM

“

Mr. Reinhard and his family have been friends of my family for over fifty years! He
was a great man, a wonderful Christian example and always had a smile and a kind
word to share with everyone. He will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved
him! Mama Sadie sends her love and wants the whole Reinhard family to know that
the Pankhurst family will be lifting each of you up in prayer in the days and weeks to
come. Love and hugs to all of you!
Tina Pankhurst Toole
Palestine, Texas

Tina Pankhurst Toole - June 24, 2013 at 07:04 PM

“

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of Leland A. Reinhard.

June 24, 2013 at 03:27 PM

