Steven M. "Steve" Smith
June 24, 1961 - May 18, 2020

Steven Myrle ‘Steve’ Smith was born in Palestine, Texas on June 24, 1961 to Dorothy Lee
Combs and Riley Myrle Smith. He died peacefully on May 18, 2020 in Montgomery, Texas,
his home of thirty years. Growing up in east Texas Steve participated in football and rodeo
and raised show calves and pigs through the Ag program at Palestine High School. The
family farm is where he learned to hunt with his dad and continued that tradition with his
mom. In recent years the farm became a place of respite. Mowing with his tractor or
surveying the pastures on his side-by-side were Steve’s therapy as he battled an
aggressive cancer. Steve studied engineering and finance at Texas A&M University where
he met Suzanne Hixson who would later become his wife. He would joke that he’d like to
tell you he met ‘Suzie’ in the library but the truth was they met at the Dixie Chicken. Their
first date was country-western dancing. They were partners in life and on the dance floor
for thirty-six years. Steve could never resist a George Strait song – even if it meant
spinning his Suzie around the house in her pajamas. During the oil and banking crisis of
the 80’s Steve left college to pursue an opportunity in the dry cleaning industry under the
guidance of a respected mentor. Steve’s success resulted in not only a comfortable life for
himself and Suzanne but also the chance to offer business opportunities to others. In
business and in life Steve was straightforward, often politically incorrect, and honest. This
earned him the respect of many, even if they were on the receiving end of his sometimes
blunt honesty. Known for his “Steve-isms”, he might quip to a plant operator that “he spent
two years teaching them how to make the most money and they then spent six months
showing him how to lose it”. But he was never more proud than when an individual he
counseled excelled in business. “When you work, work hard and when you play, play
hard” was Steve’s ethic. Water skiing, snow skiing, golf, bass fishing, power boating there was not a hobby he would not attempt. He secretly took flying lessons to surprise
Suzanne on the day of his solo flight. From motor coaching to motorcycles, he was always
ready to roll. Steve’s idea of vacation had nothing to do with relaxation but rather finding
something to climb up or off which to jump. On a river cruise or on safari, he relished every
moment, telling those who suggested he take a break that he could “sleep when he was
dead”. He took a crash course in scuba so he could dive the Great Barrier Reef, realized a
childhood dream of seeing Mt. Everest, and trekked across a glacier in pursuit of wild

sheep. Whether hunting from a dog sled in the Arctic or photographing penguins in the
Antarctic, Steve traveled with a zest for life. He was a proud Texan and a proud American
and he was determined to well represent his State and his Country to the rest of the world.
His adventures with Suzanne took him to every continent and just shy of one hundred
countries where he made countless friends and enjoyed a diversity of cultures. A day of
exploration always ended with local foods and brews which Steve never refused to
sample. Perhaps Steve’s greatest passion was the outdoors. He mastered the trails of the
Colorado mountains with his faithful jeep ‘Pepe’. A remote camp in Alaska or the African
bush was his sanctuary. The hunting he first experienced as a young man on the farm
lead him to all parts of the earth in pursuit of not only big game but also knowledge of
wildlife and the people who live among it. Two of his greatest honors were receiving an
award from the Houston Safari Club Foundation in recognition of his hunting
achievements and working with the Dallas Safari Club to advance the cause of hunters’
rights. He was unapologetic in his convictions on the contributions of hunting towards
conservation. Steve loved the sunrise on Lake Conroe and pronounced each morning’s
dawn to be the most beautiful ever. He found joy in the deer greeting him on his days at
the farm. He eagerly awaited the snowmelt each summer to clear a path to Colorado’s
Radical Hill. He yearned to return again to Zimbabwe to watch the elephants drink at the
waterhole as he held hands with Suzie over a sundowner. He would marvel at millions of
stars in the African night sky and ponder how anyone seeing them could not believe in
God. Steve is with his God and a host of loved ones who prepared the way before him. He
now sees the glorious sunrises, the highest peaks, his beloved wildlife, and the evening
stars from a different view. Steve is preceded in death by his parents, grandparents,
several special aunts and uncles, and brother Riley Elmo Smith. He is survived by his wife
Suzanne Hixson and her family; his brothers Colonel Roy Cherry and family, Roy Glenn
Smith and family, and Donald Smith; and a multitude of Combs and Smith family
members. Steve was humbled by and grateful for the love and prayers of his family and
many friends from all over the world. They gave of their support gladly and with admiration
for the strength, determination, candor, and humor with which Steve faced down his
disease. He insisted on handling each challenge one step at a time reminding us “it
doesn’t matter how slow you go as long as you don’t stop”. He counted his medical team
at Houston Methodist Hospital, who treated him with respect and compassion, among his
friends. “We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be to
arrive where we started and know the place for the first time”. T.S. Eliot A graveside
service marking Steve’s return to his hometown will be held on Saturday, May 23, 11:00
a.m. at Land of Memory Cemetery in Palestine, Texas. A gathering in the Lake Conroe
area to share memories of his life and legacy will be planned for a future date. Suggested
memorials include The Kenneth R. Peak Center for Brain and Pituitary Tumors at Houston
Methodist Hospital, FAITH Fighting Cancer in Montgomery County, the Houston Safari

Club Foundation, and the Dallas Safari Club Foundation
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Comments

“

Steve's smile and kind demeanor is etched in my memory. Brenda and I always
enjoy spending time with Steve and Suzie at Prevost events. Our prayers are with
you and your families Suzie. With all our love,

Steve and Brenda Zeigler - May 22 at 10:15 AM

“

RIP uncle Steve you will be missed

tonya cherry - May 21 at 05:41 PM

“

Love, Chuck & Elisa Clinkscales purchased the Sunny Memories for the family of
Steven M. "Steve" Smith.

Love, Chuck & Elisa Clinkscales - May 21 at 03:47 PM

“

Love, Terri, Hillary, and Hailey Schmidt purchased the A New Sunrise Spray for the
family of Steven M. "Steve" Smith.

Love, Terri, Hillary, and Hailey Schmidt - May 21 at 01:15 PM

“

All our thoughts and prayers are with Suzie and the entire family. We enjoyed the
years of friendship during our TOPPS days at Lake Conroe. Steve always had his
forever great smile.
Karen & Mike Olson

karen Olson - May 21 at 12:33 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Suzy and his extended family. He was a fun
boater with all of us through TOPPS.
Bob & Sharon Morris

Sharon Morris - May 21 at 12:24 PM

“

Steve and Suzi made a beautiful couple. Anyone could see how in love they were. Suzi you
will see Steve again. You guys were a beautiful couple. My thoughts and prayers are with
you.
Julie Lee - 22 hours ago

“

Johnny and Trudi Briggs, Atlanta, Georgia purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Steven M. "Steve" Smith.

Johnny and Trudi Briggs, Atlanta, Georgia - May 21 at 12:08 PM

“

Frank Dzik purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Steven M. "Steve" Smith.

Frank Dzik - May 21 at 10:51 AM

“

I met Steve in 2001in Houston. He was interviewing me for an operator position for a
dry cleaning plant. I must say I was quite intimidated. He'd been compared to a "Drill
Sargeant" by a mutual aquaintance and by first impression, he lived up to it. He and
Vaile gave me a shot and my shop opened in The Woodlands on March 30, 2002. He
most definitely was a Drill Sargeant type but he taught me well.
It didn't take long for me not to feel so intimidated by him. I felt he was just a regular
person and that he was really easy to talk to. One thing I'll never forget is him telling
me, "You can do it! I have faith in you!" My answer was always, "Glad somebody
does" to which he'd just laugh.
I sold my shop in April of 2013. I was having some issues right before the sale and
spoke to him about them to which I was unsure he'd understand. He of course did
understand and gave me great advice. Unfortunately, my issues got the best of me
for quite a few years after I sold. I didn't keep in contact with him. As I feel regret for
not doing so, I know he would have understood my plight.
Thank you, Steve, for having faith in me and giving me the chance of a lifetime. I was
able to provide for my three children as I set out to do. You will be missed my friend.

Michelle Schuchardt (Rodriguez) - May 20 at 07:06 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Steven M. "Steve" Smith.

May 20 at 02:02 PM

“

Steve will be greatly missed but never forgotten. We were good friends while living in
Palestine, and went separate ways but bumped into each other in Johannesburg,
South Africa in 2007. After that we met every January to share laughs and hunting
stories, while solidifying an old friendship.
Steve was successful in everything he set to accomplish. He was a true
businessman, he hunted...and hunted big, but throughout this illness he was
incredibly strong - never looking back rather always positively focused on the next
day. Steve knew God was in control of his life and peacefully accepted what he faced
in recent weeks.
Now, Steve is rejoicing with family in Heaven. My thoughts and prayers are with Suzy
as she is the example of a loving wife and travel companion during their marriage,
and a dedicated wife during this illness. Rest in peace my friend.
Bruce and Lisa Rampy

Bruce Rampy - May 20 at 11:28 AM

“

Jimmie Smith lit a candle in memory of Steven M. "Steve" Smith

Jimmie smith - May 19 at 08:11 PM

“

Jimmie Smith lit a candle in memory of Steven M. "Steve" Smith

Jimmie smith - May 19 at 07:56 PM

